
November 2016
 Letter From the Superintendent                        T. Dupre 

Our mission is to provide each learner with appropriate educational opportunities to reach his or her potential.

District #139 
Winter Newsletter 

www.rushcity.k12.mn.us

Building Strong Foundations for Successful Futures

Dear Rush City Community, 

By the time you receive this edition of the newsletter we will know the results of our operating referendum.  
I am hopeful it will be a positive outcome for our students, school and community.  For those of you that 
have been so very, very supportive not only during the election but day in and day out, year after year - we 
thank you and value your ongoing belief in our young people and for providing them with the opportunities 
they deserve. 

Although the school board and I have been consumed with working on the operating referendum this 
fall, please know our wonderful staff have been dedicating all of their time to teaching, learning and 
ensuring positive growth for our students.  Within each elementary classroom students are engaged with 
new reading books, writers workshop, and an entirely new literacy experience resulting in high levels 
of satisfaction for our young readers. Our high school continues to engage our learners in relevant and 
meaningful learning experiences within and outside of the classroom.  Just last week we had a group of 
Spanish students attend a play, our physics students attended a Robotics competition, our environmental 
science class is learning first hand about waste management, and our social studies classes were able to 
listen to stories of the Vietnam war from two of our local Veterans. These are just a few examples of the 
exciting learning occurring in our schools. 

We have so much to be proud of in Rush City.  I feel so very fortunate and thankful to be a part of this 
wonderful community.  Thank you again for all of your support and for making the young people of our 
community one of your top priorities. 

Many wishes for a very Happy Thanksgiving! 

Kindest Regards,

Teresa Dupre
Superintendent
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School Board Meetings
The regular school board meetings are 

Scheduled for the third Thursday of each month 
at 5:30 p.m. in High School Room 201.

High School Principal's Perspective B. Stavig
The school year is off to an excellent start, we have 
reached the end our first quarter, and our fall sports teams 
have performed exceptionally well. Parents and guardians 
have been utilizing Schoology and monitoring their 
students’ progress.  This, coupled with the focused efforts 
of our teachers, has proven to be a recipe for success.  
Some of our Minnesota Comprehensive Assessment 
(MCA) scores soared well above the state average last 
year, and I am confident that our students, parents, and 
staff will continue to lead and succeed.

Families are one of the most important factors in student 
success, in all areas of their lives. You can help your 
students in many ways and we appreciate your support!  
By having high expectations for your students, routinely 
checking ParentVue/StudentVue (student grades online), 
attending conferences, holding students accountable when 
they are not meeting expectations, and communicating 
when necessary, we can work together to ensure your 
child reaches his or her potential. Please contact our 
teachers, counselor, or me if you have questions or 
concerns. We need to be a team!

Parent/Teacher Conferences were held last week.  It was 
great to see those who were able to attend and discuss 
their child’s performance, meet their teachers, learn 
more specific ways you can support and enhance their 
education from home, and see what is going on in the 
building. If you were  unable to attend, feel free to call or 

email teachers if you would like to discuss your students’ 
progress.

Unfortunately, we suspect there are higher rates of 
chemical use in our student population than in previous 
years. Please be sure to read Nurse Deborah Meissner’s 
article in this newsletter. Take her advice, talk to your 
student, and be alert to the signs of chemical use. We 
have been fortunate in the past to have had such a 
clean environment, so let’s work hard to reverse this 
recent trend and ensure our students are making healthy 
choices.   

Each year around this time I feel compelled to remind 
families about safety and school rules when it comes 
to some of the fun activities that fall and winter bring.  
Hunting, ice fishing, snowmobiling, skiing, snowboarding, 
and many other outdoor activities, as well as the holiday 
season, are just around the corner. We need to ensure 
students understand how they can participate in these 
great activities without violating school policies or rules. 
For example, students who hunt cannot bring their 
weapons on school property, and snowmobilers need 
to be safe and respect property. Please encourage your 
students to be safe, make good choices, and review and 
discuss the Student/Parent Handbook with your child to 
ensure they understand our expectations.     

As I’ve stated in previous newsletters, I believe effective 
communication is vital to meeting the needs of our 
students and families.  Please do not hesitate to contact 
me at (320) 358-4795 if you have questions or concerns. 

Thank you for your support,

Brent Stavig 
RCHS Principal
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3

High School Counselor’s Corner                     H. Larson 
Welcome back to another school year!  It’s hard to 
believe that we are already a quarter of the way through.  
It’s been a busy couple of months and there are many 
upcoming events on the schedule.  There is a lot of post-
high school planning happening with seniors and the 
other grade levels are all preparing for upcoming tests.  
I encourage you to speak with your child(ren) about 
these different events and to get involved.  Please do not 
hesitate to contact me if you have questions or concerns.

Post-High School Planning
In addition to MCA and MAP testing for academic skills, 
Rush City students also participate in assessments of 
their interests, work aptitudes, and work values.

Again this year all juniors will be taking the ACT on 
April 19th.  State legislation no longer mandates this as 
a graduation requirement but we believe it to be very 
beneficial for every student.  The test is being used to 
evaluate post-high school readiness.

In February all juniors will take the ASVAB, the Armed 
Services Vocational Aptitude test.  This test is valuable 
to many students not considering a military career, as it 
relates skills and interests to career fields. Students have 
the opportunity to decide whether or not their scores will 
be released to military representatives.  For students 
planning to enter the military it is necessary to take this 
test in either Grade 11 or 12.  Any seniors interested in 
retaking the test may also do so.

For most seniors attending college, particularly 4-year 
colleges, the ACT is necessary.  If you have a son or 
daughter who is a senior and would like to take this 
test again, please have them see me for registration 
materials.  Remaining testing dates for this year include 
December, February, April, and June.  The December 
and February test will take place at RCHS.  The earlier 
the test is taken the quicker students can be accepted 
into schools of their choice; taking the ACT early in the 
college application season also allows a student to 
retake the test if he/she desires.  If you have a son or 
daughter who plans to attend a 4-year college or 
university next year and has not taken or registered 
to take the ACT, they should register by November 
4th for the December 10th ACT test date.  Students 
who qualify for Free/Reduced Lunch may receive a 
Fee Waiver for their ACT.  Waivers are available in the 
Guidance Counseling office.

Seniors attended the National College Fair in 
Minneapolis just a few of weeks ago.  Hundreds of 
college and military representatives from across the 
country were present to allow students to explore 
numerous opportunities.  Since reciprocity agreements 
with Wisconsin, North Dakota, and South Dakota 

public colleges allow students to attend these schools 
at approximately the same tuition as they would pay in 
Minnesota, the National College Fair allowed students 
to access their opportunities.  All juniors also attended a 
college fair in September.  The event took place at the Pine 
City Civic Center and included representatives from in-state 
institutions and a few reciprocity states.

Minnesota College Knowledge Month
For the sixth year in a row, Rush City High School 
participated in MN College Knowledge Month.  This 
initiative comes from the state level and the department 
of education.  All juniors and seniors were given the 
opportunity to complete assessments and searches to 
identify their post-high school plans.  By the end of the 
month seniors were completing and submitting college 
applications.  Students were very engaged and reported 
that the focus was very helpful.  If you’re a parent of a 
junior or senior, please get involved and encourage your 
student to do the research.  I am always available to help 
with the process.

Credit Recovery
Students who are looking for opportunities to make up 
credits should contact the counselor’s office as soon as 
possible to get information.  Night school is provided by 
the Pine City ALC and is being offered at Rush City High 
School on Thursday’s from 3:30-6:00 pm.  There is no cost 
for this opportunity and it is a great way to get back on 
track.

Educational Opportunities
Rush City High School students are taking advantage of a 
variety of learning opportunities in addition to the regularly 
scheduled high school classes.  Our Concurrent Enrollment 
program allows students to earn credits in college classes 
without ever leaving the building; these credits then transfer 
to most post-secondary schools.  Some RCHS students 
are also enrolled in Advanced Placement Psychology.  
After completing a rigorous course of study they will take 
a nationally normed test.  Their scores will determine the 
amount of credit colleges will award.  The Post Secondary 
Education Option (PSEO) program involves students 
leaving Rush City High School to take courses at colleges 
during their junior and/or senior years.  We also make use 
of Interactive Television (ITV) classes to expand course 
offerings to our students.  Instructors at another school 
teach these classes and our students have the opportunity 
to participate in class activities and discussions with 
students from 2-3 other schools.  One last option is Infinity 
Online Learning.  Students are able to take classes that are 
not offered at RCHS through this online program.

Heidi Larson, High School Counselor
hlarson@rushcity.k12.mn.us
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It’s Elementary! J. Mielke

Where has the time gone?  It’s hard to believe that Fall weather is almost over and thoughts of winter have popped 
in our heads. The students and staff have settled in nicely to a new school year and there are many exciting things 
happening throughout our building.

It has been an exciting start by introducing our new Benchmark Literacy program across the grade levels.  Benchmark 
is a true readers and writers workshop model.  Our staff has put in a tremendous amount of time and energy to learn 
this new program and ensure it was ready for our students.  I could not say thank you enough for all they have done.  
It is a heart-warming and fun experience to walk into classrooms this year and see so many books in the hands of our 
children.  They are reading books of several different topics and genres that not only meet standards; but also stretch 
their imaginations daily.  I am so proud of our students for all their hard work throughout first quarter.

Students also have had the opportunity to be involved with several off-campus educational field trips.  Our 5th graders 
went to the Chisago County Freshwater Fair with several other students from the area.  They learned many important 
science related skills in a truly hands-on setting.  The 6th grade students and teaching team spent a day out at Crex 
Meadows recently.  It was a gorgeous day where several academic standards were also hit in a unique environment for 
all.

Our younger students in grades Kindergarten and First also had fun and valuable experiences during Fire Safety and 
Prevention week.  The Kindergarten class spent time at our Rush City Fire Station and what an experience being able 
to climb in and out of fire trucks.  Each student also had a guided tour of the building and the highlight of their day 
riding back to school in fire trucks.  We thank our volunteer firefighters for all their support in working with our young 
children to spread awareness to families that safety always should come first.   The first grade class had their annual 
visit from the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources and everyone’s favorite, Smokey the Bear.   Students had 
a fun time spraying school grounds with fire hoses and also singing along with Smokey.  The message rang loud and 
clear, “only you can prevent forest fires.”

As we continue to think about safe environments daily, I have been very impressed by what I have seen from our 
students, staff, and community.  We have run multiple effective fire drills, which are a requirement from the state of 
Minnesota. Students have exited the building very promptly, and our staff has done a fantastic job relaying information 
to the main office through our radio system.  We also completed our first lockdown drill and the students and staff did a 
fantastic job of securing the building. Our parking lot flow continues to be a positive holdover from last year.  We do ask 
that at morning drop-off time parents continue to drop their children off and keep the flow moving in the parking lot so 
all can arrive in a timely manner.  Thank you for your cooperation. 

Parent-Teacher conferences were held last week and it was great to see all of you who were able to attend.  Many 
grades had items on display of all the talented work our students have completed.  There is nothing more exciting 
for a young student then to show their hard work off to those they love.  All of us at CE Jacobson thank you for your 
attendance. 
 
As we progress from Fall to Winter weather conditions, please keep in mind what children are wearing to school.  We 
often see students very cold outside during the day.  Having jackets, hats, gloves and pants certainly will make their 
physical education and recess experiences more enjoyable.

All of us at CE Jacobson would like to say how much we appreciate the support of parents and community members 
in the educational process.  We look forward to continue working with your children as the school year progresses.  As 
always if there are any concerns or questions, please feel free to contact me anytime to discuss our school. 
 
Yours in Education,
Jason Mielke



M/W/F PM Preschool
12:15 - 2:45 pm

**Spots Available**
Four & Five Year Olds 

(child must be 4 years of age on or before 9/1/16)

$25 Registration Fee - Tuition $100/Month 
Scholarships available to those who qualify 

Call 320-358-3635 for registration information or stop by the 
CE Jacobson Elementary Office
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Early Childhood News J. Thom

Early Childhood Screening

In Minnesota, all children are required to complete Early 
Childhood Screening before they enter Kindergarten.  
Screening should be done once your child is 3 years old.  
This is an opportunity for you to review your child’s growth 
and development and to follow up on any concerns.  It 
includes a developmental assessment, vision and hearing 
testing, height and weight measurement, immunization and 
health history review and a parent interview.  Screening IS 
NOT an examination to determine readiness for school.  
Rather, its purpose is to identify conditions which might 
interfere with your child’s ability to learn.  

January 31, 2017 is a scheduled screening date.  
Appointment letters will be sent to all families with age 
eligible children who are on the Rush City School District 
Census.  Please call Rush City Early Childhood at 320-
358-3635 if you are not sure if your child is on the census 
or to schedule an appointment.

Open Playtime (Birth to Kindergarten)
Non-separating  

Tuesday mornings 10:15 - 11:30 am
Room 402

November 15, 22, 29 and December 6, 13
 

Turn those harried or boring mornings into pleasurable 
times with your children by attending Open Playtime.  

Have fun playing and doing special activities with your 
child.  Parents can also discuss issues with a family 

educator and/or other parents.  Staff will have special 
activities available each week.  No pre-registration is 
needed.  Stay as long as you wish.  Sessions may be 
ended one-half hour after class begins if no one has 

signed in by that time.

$2/child, $4/family
$20 punch card

Preschool Holiday Fun
Non-separating
3-5 Years Old

Monday, December 5
6:00-7:00 pm

Room 403
$5 per child/$10 per family
Register by November 28

We will begin the hour with some holiday art activities, read a story, 
sing a song, and decorate a cookie!

Rush City Early Childhood:  320-358-3636 or www.rushcity.12.mn.us
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Notes from the School Nurse
Talking with Your Kids About Drugs and Alcohol 

•Model the behaviors you’d like your children to learn. 
If you don’t want your child to drink excessively, show 
them what responsible drinking looks like. Know that your 
children watch and notice your habits, whether they are 
healthy or unhealthy. Work to be a positive example.

•Remind kids that they always have a choice. Drinking 
or using drugs is not a universal rite of adolescence. 
There are always kids who never drink or use drugs. Tell 
your kids you have confidence that they have the power 
to make their own decisions, even when they face a 
difficult situation. Practice scenarios where they might feel 
pressured to do something they would not want to do so 
they feel prepared for the times they need to say “no”. 
 
•Know how to get help for your kids if drinking or drug use 
becomes problematic. If you have evidence that your kids 
are actively using drugs or alcohol, present your case in 
a way that shows you care about them and want to help 
them. If emotions are running hot wait until you can speak 
rationally and calmly before you discuss consequences. 
Ultimately, you want to maintain collaboration between 
you and your child to prevent a negative pattern of alcohol 
or drug use.

If you feel your child needs professional assessment 
or help, speaking with your family health care provider 
is always a good place to start. Remember though that 
confidentiality rules may limit the information that he 
or she may share with you about your child. For more 
thorough information about kids, drugs, and treatment 
options, visit the following websites:

National Institute of Health-Institute of Drug Abuse
www.teens.drugabuse.gov  

Partnership for Drug-Free Kids
www.drugfree.org
Parent help line: 1-855-378-4373

National Council on Alcoholism and Drug Dependence, 
Inc.
www.ncadd.org
 
 
Deborah Meissner, RN, Licensed School Nurse 
dmeissner@rushcity.k12.mn.us 
Elementary phone: 320-358-1364
High School phone: 320-358-1270

Parents and caregivers have enormous influence on kids’ 
attitudes, knowledge, and behavior around drugs and 
alcohol. Kids of all ages get exposed to drug and alcohol 
use through media, casual talk, their community, and 
often at home, so discussion about drug use ideally starts 
in elementary school. Although it may be a difficult or 
awkward subject, it is important for the adults in kids’ lives 
to provide accurate information. Here are some ways to 
make your conversations just a little easier.

•Talk in a calm, open-minded way. Maintaining positivity 
and curiosity will keep communication open and will 
encourage your kids to ask questions and to be honest. 
Being calm and non-judgmental will also dispel any 
fears your kids may have about getting in trouble for 
even talking about it. You want your kids to know that 
you respect them and value their innate goodness as 
people. Try to listen as much as you talk since you want to 
cultivate a conversation not just lecture at a blank face. 

•Use age-appropriate language. When speaking to 
younger kids use simple language that emphasizes things 
that are healthy and unhealthy. For example, you can 
explain that medicine prescribed to you by a physician 
makes you healthier, while using nicotine is not healthy. 
Older kids need to hear about the dangers of binge 
drinking or other scenarios that may occur in their current 
stage of life.

•Explain your values and expectations clearly. Kids tend 
to rise to the level of behavior that is expected of them so 
emphasize to your kids from an early age how you expect 
them to behave around drugs and alcohol. Remind them 
that you have these rules because you care about them. 
Again, remember to present these expectations in a calm 
way to avoid building barriers between you and your kids. 
Even if they fall short, you want them to know they can still 
come to you for help and guidance. 

•Use TV, movies, and the news to talk about how drugs 
and alcohol affect people. Do the images on television 
accurately portray the effects of drinking? How do media 
portrayals differ from reality? News stories that show 
consequences of irresponsible drug and alcohol use can 
be helpful discussion starters too.

•Be open with your own use and what you’ve learned 
from it. You can talk about your own history and what you 
would like to have done differently. Talk about negative 
consequences. You can also talk about what you did 
not do, and why. Talk about how you came to those 
conclusions.

D. Meissner

http://www.drugfree.org/
mailto:dmeissner@rushcity.k12.mn.us
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There have been several cases of hand-foot-and-mouth 
disease diagnosed in kids in the preschool, elementary, 
and high school, and your child may have been exposed. 
Hand-foot-and-mouth disease is a mild viral infection that 
causes a blister-like rash.

Symptoms:
•runny nose, low-grade fever, and sometimes a sore throat
•blister-like rash in the mouth, on the palms of the hands,   
 or on the soles of the feet; these sores last 7-10 days
•if your child is infected, it may take 3-6 days for symptoms 
 to start

Treatment:
•There is no specific cure for the virus. Instead, treatment 
 is focused on managing the symptoms.
•Manage fever as you normally would.
•Sores in the mouth can make swallowing painful, so make 
 sure child stays hydrated.
•Call your healthcare provider if you have any concerns.

How it spreads:
•coughing and sneezing
•touching contaminated hands, surfaces, and objects

Contagious Period:
•during the first week of illness
•virus may be in the stool for several weeks

Does my child need to stay home?
Yes, until fever is gone and child is healthy enough for 
routine activities. Sores or a rash may still be present.

Prevention:
•cover nose and mouth when sneezing or coughing
•wash hands after touching anything that could be  
 contaminated
•clean and disinfect any objects that come in contact with 
 stool or secretions (like toilets, sinks, mouthed toys, and 
 diaper changing areas). Use a product that kills germs.

Please Note...
Hand-Foot-and-Mouth Disease

 
SCHOOL MESSENGER  

SchoolMessenger will be used to send important 
school news directly to the email account we have 
on record.  It is our belief that important information 
should be sent to you. While we encourage you to 

visit our website often, we are committed to sending 
important all school communications directly to you. 

If you do not have a student in our schools and 
would like to receive email notifications, please visit 
http://goo.gl/forms/b3l6n8tjor to create an account. 

IN THE EVENT OF AN EMERGENCY  
SchoolMessenger will be used and sent to ALL 

digital connections we have on record (text, phone, 
and email).  We will NOT send non-emergency 

information as a text or voice message.  

 If you think your child has hand-foot-and-mouth disease, 
call your healthcare provider and let your child’s teacher 
know. 

If you have any questions, feel free to call or email me.

Deborah Meissner, RN
Licensed School Nurse
dmeissner@rushcity.k12.mn.us
320-358-1364 (Elementary)
320-358-1270 (High School)
 

Student Absences
Parents/Guardians are reminded that if your 
child is absent from school for ANY reason, 
please call the school to report the absence 
or send a note with your child the day he/she 

returns excusing the absence.
Elementary School:  320-358-4724

High School:  320-358-4795
Your cooperation with this will be greatly appreciated!



No School...

February 20

School Closing Announcements
  All Rush City closing or late start announcements will be made on the following radio and television   
  stations.  Closings in the Rush City School District will include the Early Childhood Program and the 
  St. Croix River Education District.
                               AM 830 WCCO 
                               AM 1350 WCMP
                               FM 95.5 KBEK
                               WCCO television Channel 4
                               KSTP television Channel 5
                               KARE television Channel 11
                               Website: www.rushcity.k12.mn.us
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November 24

November 25 December 22-30

January 2
January 16
January 27



On October 28th, the Rush City physics class took 
a field trip to St. John's University to compete in an 

engineering competition.  
Students competed in two events: Medieval Cars 

and Impromptu.  For the Medieval Cars competition, 
students worked to design and build a car made of 

only toothpicks, glue, and dental floss.  
At St. John's, the cars were released down a ramp 
to see which car would travel the furthest once it 

reached the ground.  
For the Impromptu competition, students had 45 

minutes at the competition to build a tower (out of 
wooden craft sticks, tape, and string) 

that could withstand a downward force applied to it.  
The field trip was fun and the students from Rush 
City did well.  We also learned how to prepare for 

the competition in future years.

Students in Action...

9
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Creative Writing Classes - 

Amy Doeun has been freelance writing for  20 years. In addition to writing for several area news-
papers she has worked on several large projects recording the experiences of WWII veterans. She 
is also working on several smaller family projects and in the process of writing her father-in-law’s 
biography. Advance Prepaid registration is required for these classes. Make checks payable to 
Rush City Schools. If you have questions, please call 320-358-4795.

1. Japanese Book Binding--Learn how to create beautiful books by hand. 
This class will show how to make a traditional Japanese journal. Supplies will be provided and 
students will be able to take their book home. Min 3/Max 10.  $30 per student including supplies. 
Class date is Thursday, December 1st from 6:00-8:00 pm.

2. Creative Journaling--Journaling is a great way to explore new ideas and process thoughts. 
Learn exciting ways to get started journaling and make it fun. You don’t 
know what you will discover when you start journaling. We will talk 

about types of journals, how to incorporate it into your busy life and use some creative tools 
to make it more exciting. Bring notepaper or a journal to class. Min 3/Max 10. $20 per student. 
Class date is Monday, December 12th from 6:00 - 8:00 pm.

3. Beginning Memoir Writing--learn the basics of writing your story and get started.  Everyone 
has a unique story to tell. The audience may be family, friends and community or your personal 
satisfaction. The important thing is to “get writing”. We will use writing exercises to your creativity flowing and help you craft 
your story. Min 3/Max 15. $30 per student for 2 classes. Three additional classes will be offered for $10 each class.  Class 
dates are January 4, 11, 18, 25 and February 1 from 6:00 - 8:00 pm.

Charlene Herrick has been an art enthusiast as long as she can 
remember. She taught drawing for the first time when she was 
15 years old and has had a passion for it ever since. She enjoys 
creating new pieces to share and teach to others. With each 
new piece comes new techniques and experiences. She enjoys 
putting the spark in others so their passion will burn bright and 
their art glorious. Join us for an evening of :

 Wine Glass Painting
Tuesday, December 6th

    RCHS Room 710       6:00 - 9:00 p.m.
Cost is $30.00 and includes materials

Create a beautiful painted wine glass based on the artwork of 
instructor Charlene Herrick. No experience necessary! The 
glass can be painted in just one class session. Acrylic glass 
paint will not wash off and is dishwasher safe, leaving you with 
a functional piece of artwork that can be enjoyed every day. 
Prepaid registration is required by November 29. Make checks 
payable to Rush City High School.

Certified yoga instructor, and personal trainer Megan Kozisek 
is very passionate in aiding people to help themselves become 
the healthiest they can be. She believes yoga can have a 
very positive effect on everyday life, such as help with stress 
management, anxiety, and depression. Yoga has been credited 
to improving and having a positive impact on many other health 
related conditions. Megan has been teaching beginner yoga 
classes here at Rush City since last summer and would like 
to step it up a bit. Tone, Tighten and Strengthen is a full body 
workout, body weight training working each part of the body 
including  core exercises, lunges, squats, push ups, planks, and 
butt exercises. A little bit of everything. Or, Power Yoga, which 
is a faster pace yoga with upbeat music and repetitions to burn 
calories. These classes are open for EVERYONE, even if you 
have never done yoga before. In yoga you are free to move at 
your own pace, take breaks, and come back into class when you 
are ready. 

Ongoing classes begin Wednesday, January 4th from 6:30 - 7:00 
p.m. at C.E. Jacobson Band Room. Use door #10 at the back 
of the school. Megan is offering a 10 punch card for $80.00 that 
will not expire until May 31st. This leaves room for a few missed 
classes. A minimum of 10 registrations are required so pre-
register before the holidays to get in on this awesome program. 
Call Carrie 320-358-4795 to reserve your spot by December 
21st.

Yogi’s should bring a Yoga mat to hold your footing during class. 
We also recommend a water bottle to stay hydrated. Dress for 
comfort in clothing that will not limit range of motion or restrict 
any part of your body. 

Community Education                             
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Community Education                             

 
 FEE SCHEDULE
 Before School Care 6:45 - 7:45 am $2 per child
  
 After School Care 2:55 - 4:00 pm $5 first child $4 second $3 addt’l $15 max 
    2:55 - 5:00 pm $6 first child $5 second $4 addt’l $18 max
    2:55 - 6:00 pm $8 first child $7 second $6 addt’l $24 max 

Tiger Care does not offer food or snacks, so please send something non-perishable as needed

Arrangements for care must be made prior to this service. Forms are available at the Elementary Office, Tiger Care and 
online at www.rushcity.k12.mn.us.

Before School Care
Student can arrive by 6:45 am. Tiger Care does not serve breakfast. Students will be able to eat breakfast through the 
regular school lunch program beginning at 7:45 am. Staff will be available to welcome students and assist with any needs 
they may have.

After School Care
Beginning right after school, students participating in the after school care program will be given the opportunity to 
complete daily homework, play games both inside and outside and have creative free time along with other structured 
activities.

Fees and Payment
You are expected to pick up your child by the time you indicate on the calendar. If you are late more than (3) times 
you will be charged for the next session accordingly. If you arrive after 6:00 pm you will be charged $5.00 for every 5 
minutes late. The Tiger Care program is run for the benefit of our students and families. Calendars need to be turned 
in by the 26th of the month prior to the calendar month. Sign up for services will be number of days per month. Make 
checks payable to Rush City Schools. All days signed up for will need to be paid even if a child is absent from school. 
There will be no credits or refunds. All money is due by the 1st of the month of service.  After the 1st there will be a 
$10.00 late fee. 

Please know that as parents and guardians you are a vital part of this program. If you have concerns or ideas please 
contact our Community Education Director, Lee Rood, at 320-358-4795 or lrood@rushcity.k12.mn.us. We would espe-
cially like to know if you are interested in Tiger Care on school breaks and over the summer. 

Tiger Care Program
We are pleased to offer before and after school child care 
for Grade Kindergarten to Grade Six during the 2016-17 
school year. Tiger Care will run on all school days from 
6:45 to 7:45 am before school and from 2:55 to 6:00 pm 
after school.

Wanted
Interested Instructors to Teach Adult and Youth Community Education Classes

Community Education has increased the instructor compensation to $30 per class.  
If you have a passion or knowledge in a certain area and would like to share it with others, this is your opportunity.  This 
could include various hobbies, skills, arts and crafts, or computer technology.  We have also had several requests for 

Red Cross CPR & First Aid, Tai Chi, Calligraphy, Genealogy, Aerobics, and Zumba instruction. 
For more information, or if you have a suggestion for a class not listed here, call 

Lee Rood or Carrie Kirchberg at (320) 358-4795.



An exciting fall season has come to a close in Tiger 
Territory.  Our fall teams were very successful and 
entertaining to watch. Here is a quick recap.
Cross Country had more than 40 participants this 
season.  Many of the runners ran personal best 
times during the Great River Conference meet in 
Pine City.  The team had two All-Conference runners 
and one Honorable Mention.  Josefine Jäger and 
Ashton Langorthy we GRC All-Conference and 
Brooke Nekowitsch was GRC Honorable Mention.  
Congratulations to all on your accomplishments!
The Tigers football team had another very successful 
season on the field. They advanced all the way to the 
Section 7AA Championship game where they earned 
the runner up trophy.  Along the way they compiled a 

12

Sports

SECTION 7AA Runner’s Up - Congratulations!

 
Hockey
Coached by Grant Nicoll 
 

Fri. Nov. 25 Invite @ Marshall  6:00
Sat. Nov. 26 Invite @ Marshall  TBD
Tues. Nov. 29 Monticello @ PC  7:00
Fri. Dec. 2 Mora  7:30
Tues. Dec. 6 Princeton @ PC  7:00
Thurs. Dec. 8 North Branch @ Chisago 7:00
Fri. Dec. 9 Legacy Christian @ PC 7:00
Tues. Dec. 13 Cambridge-Isanti @ PC 7:00
Thurs. Dec. 15 Becker/Big Lake @ PC  7:00
Fri. Dec. 16 Two Harbors @ PC  7:00
Tues. Jan. 3 Sauk Rapids-Rice  7:00
Thurs. Jan. 5 Highland Park @ PC  7:00
Sat. Jan. 7 Ely  3:00
Fri. Jan. 13 Legacy Christian @ Blaine 7:00
Thurs. Jan. 19 Becker/Big Lake @ Princeton 7:00
Tues. Jan. 24 Moose Lake @ PC  7:00
Thurs. Jan. 26 Mora @ PC  7:00
Sat. Jan. 28 Chisago Lakes @ PC  7:00
Fri. Feb. 3 Highland Park   7:10
Tues. Feb. 7 Grantsburg @ PC  7:00
Thurs. Feb. 9 Proctor @ PC  7:00

10-3 record and won two road playoff games.  They 
knocked off 15 time defending section champion Moose 
Lake-Willow River in Willow River and traveled up north 
to Eveleth to beat #1 seed Eveleth-Gilbert in two very 
exciting great games.  Again this year, 2 of the teams’ 3 
losses came to teams that will play in the MSHSL State 
Tournament. Super season gentlemen!
The Rush City volleyball team also followed up last 
year’s success with another great season.  The 
ladies were able to win the Great River Conference 
for the 2nd year in a row.  This time they did what 
no other Rush City volleyball team has done and 
finished the conference schedule with an undefeated 
12-0 record.  They also advanced to the Section 7AA 
Championship game and earned the runner up trophy.  
The championship game with Hermantown went all 5 
sets with the Tigers falling in the final set 15-13.  It was 
a hard fought battle and everyone is very proud of their 
Tigers!  An awesome season ladies!
We now turn our focus to winter activities.  Hope to 
see you there!  We will be begin gymnastics, wrestling, 
boys’and girls’ basketball, and hockey very soon.  A 
reminder that all participants must have a current 
physical on file and the necessary MSHSL paperwork 
turned in before they can participate.  If you have any 
questions, please feel free to contact me at 320-358- 
4795 or lrood@rushcity.k12.mn.us.  Go Tigers!

Football

Volleyball
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Girls Basketball
Coached by Joe Nelson 
 
Tues. Nov. 29 Mora   Home 6:00
Thurs. Dec. 1 Royalton   Away 5:30
Mon. Dec. 5 Braham   Away 6:00
Fri. Dec. 9 Aitkin   Home 6:00
Tues. Dec. 13 East Central  Home 6:00
Thurs. Dec. 15 Hinckley-Finlayson Away 6:00
Tues. Dec. 20 Ogilvie   Away 6:00
Tues. Jan. 3 Grantsburg  Away 5:45
Fri. Jan. 6 Isle   Home 6:00
Tues. Jan. 10 Onamia   Home 6:00
Tues. Jan. 17 Braham   Home 6:00
Fri. Jan. 20 Pine City  Away 6:00
Tues. Jan. 24 Foley   Away 6:00
Thurs. Jan. 26 Hinckley-Finlayson Home 6:00
Tues. Jan. 31 Ogilvie   Home 6:00
Fri. Feb. 3 East Central  Away 6:00
Tues. Feb. 7 Isle   Away 6:00
Thurs. Feb. 9 Onamia   Away 6:00
Mon. Feb. 13 Pine City  Home 6:00
Fri. Feb. 17 Aitkin   Away 6:00
Tues. Feb. 21 Saint Anthony Village Home 6:00
Thurs. Feb. 23 Mooselake-Willow Away 5:45

 
Boys Basketball

Coached by Jeremy Albright 
 

Tues. Dec. 6   Braham           Home  6:00
Fri. Dec. 9 Aitkin Away 6:00
Thurs. Dec. 15 St. John’s Prep Away TBD
Fri. Dec. 16 St. John’s Prep Away TBD
Sat. Dec. 17 St. John’s Prep Away TBD
Tues. Dec. 20 Ogilvie Home 6:00
Fri. Jan. 6 Isle Home 6:00
Tues. Jan. 10 Onamia Away 6:00 
Thurs. Jan. 12 Mora Home 6:00
Tues. Jan. 17 Braham Away 6:00
Thurs. Jan. 19 Pine City Home 6:00
Fri. Jan. 20 St. John’s Prep Home 6:00
Fri. Jan. 27 Hinckley-Finlayson Away 6:00
Tues. Jan. 31 Ogilvie Away 6:00
Thurs. Feb. 2 East Central Home 6:00
Tues. Feb. 7 Isle Away 6:00
Fri. Feb. 10 Pine City Away 6:00
Thurs. Feb. 16 Hinckley-Finlayson Home 6:00
Fri. Feb. 17 Onamia Home 6:00
Fri. Feb. 24 Aitkin Home 6:00
Tues. Feb. 28 East Central Away 6:00
Thurs. Mar. 2 Mooselake-Willow  Away 5:45

Gymnastics 
Coached by Jessica Miller

Sat. Dec. 3 Becker            Away 12:00
Tues. Dec. 6 Saint Anthony Village Home 6:00
Fri. Dec. 9 Becker   Home 6:00
Tues. Dec. 20 North Branch  Away 6:30
Thurs. Jan. 5 Grantsburg  Away 6:30
Fri. Jan. 13 Little Falls  Away 6:00
Thurs. Jan. 19 Paynesville Area  Home 6:00
Tues. Jan. 24 Chisago Lakes  Away 6:00
Fri. Jan. 27 Maple Lake  Home 6:00
Fri. Feb. 3 Howard Lake-Waverly Away 6:00
Sat. Feb. 11 GRC Meet  Away 12:00
Sat. Feb. 18 Section 7A  TBA TBA 
           

SportsSports

Meet dates and times subject to change.

Section contest information is available on 
our website under Athletic Schedules.

Wrestling 
Coached by Gage Keegan

Sat. Dec. 3 Invitational           Home   10:00am
Tues. Dec. 6 Aitkin @ Braham  Away     6:00
Fri. Dec. 9 Big Lake   Away 5:00
Tues. Dec. 13 Cloquet   Away 6:00
Fri. Dec. 16 Chisago Lakes  Away 4:00
Thurs. Jan. 5 Mille Lacs @ Onamia Away 6:00
Sat. Jan. 7 Mora   Away    10:00am
Thurs. Jan. 12 PC/HF @ Pine City Away 6:00
Thurs. Jan. 19 Mora/Albany @ Mora Away 5:00
Fri. Jan. 20 North Branch  Away 5:00
Fri. Jan. 27 Holdingford  Away 5:00
Fri. Feb. 3 Ogilvie   Home 6:00
Fri. Feb. 10 GRC Meet @ Ogilvie Away 5:15
Tues. Feb. 14 Section Quarterfinals Home TBD
      



The Rush City School District would like to thank these organizations 
and individuals for their contributions to the following programs:

Donations from August 6, 2016 through October 28, 2016

SCHOLARSHIP DONORS

Scholarship donor recognition will be 
published in our Spring Newsletter

Donations

The District would also like to extend appreciation to school district and community members who 
have contributed to school fundraisers and local organizations. 

Your continued support is greatly appreciated.
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Summer Recreation
Minnesota Masonic Charities

Jim & Virginia Thorn in Honor of their Son James 

Aquatic Center Equipment
Rush City Lions 

Aquatic Center Slide Repair
DKV Enterprise; Donald & Sandra Vaughn

A limited number of the printed

2016-17 Rush City School Calendars  
featuring RCHS student art work were printed 

and are still available!   
If you would like one, please stop by 

the District Office located in the High School
(While supplies last) 



RCEF

Rush City Education Foundation
Be Part of the Excitement with the Rush City Education Foundation 

The Rush City Education Foundation is pleased to announce the grants that have been 
awarded for the Fall of 2016 Grant Round:

* Brody Bakken - T.E.A.M Mentorship
20 at risk elementary students will be mentored by 20 high school students in good 

standing.  RCEF is proud to fund this great Pilot Program!

*Kelly Grunderson - Listening Center
 Will give the entire Kindergarten access to the listening station which goes 

with the new literacy management system.

*Lori Nelson - STEM 
Will bring new equipment to enhance the STEM Curriculum in 5th grade.

*Kim Erdman - Pedal Power  
Will help kids that need to be on the MOVE.

To date the RCEF has awarded 17 grants totaling $16,235 impacting roughly 1077 Rush 
City students.  Many of the grants are used for equipment each year.  We had several 

applications and want to thank everyone who applied.  

Our next Grant Deadline is January 13, 2017.  
Keep those applications coming!  Applications can be found online at 

www.rushcityeducationfoundation.org/grants

Rush City Education Foundation would like to thank the following Board Members who 
are retiring from the Board:  Donnette Diers Wheelock, Scott Friday, & Priscilla Mitchell

Their time was most valuable to this organization.

FUNDRAISER EVENT - JANUARY 7TH
Wild Card Playoff - Chili Cookoff at the Spare Room @ Chuckers Bowl

 Look for more information to come!

To become a Board Member or to give a donation please contact the Foundation at:
PO. Box 153, Rush City, MN 55069

or Email us at RushCityEducationFoundation@gmail.com
or check out our webSite @ www.rushcityeducationfoundation.com
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                       Santa Days
                                                     Saturday, December 3rd
                                                               9:00 - Noon
                                               Lower Level - Rush City Fire Hall

Rush City Schools will be collecting donations of all kinds to help stock the Santa 
Days Store.  The store is designed to allow children to “shop” 

for holiday gifts for their family members.  

Please bring new or gently used items to RCHS or CE Jacobson between the 
hours of 8:00-3:30 weekdays beginning November 14 through the 29th. 
Donation ideas include toys, games, puzzles, household items, tools, 

Christmas decorations, scarves, gloves, hats, books, and other gift type items.

Thank you in advance for your support and donations

Turkey Bingo 
Sunday, November 20th  

Starts at 2:00 pm 
Chucker’s Bowl

 
Cards 3 for $1 

All proceeds benefit the Rush City Pool 
Please bring a food shelf donation

Everyone who plays will get a 
ticket for a chance to win a bicycle 

Save the Date...


